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the Army in Ireland. This seemed innocent enough; and the
King, admittedly apprehensive lest the proposal should presage
a more ambitious scheme of relief, gave his consent to the clause.
On February I2di he wrote to Grenville:
The King has maturely considered what is stated in Lord Grenville's
letter of the loth instant, and the accompanying minute of the
Cabinet. He is disposed in this, as in all other instances, to do full
justice to the motives which influence any advice which may be
submitted to him by Lord Grenville and his other confidential
servants; and however painful His Majesty has found it to reconcile
to his feelings the removal of objections to any proposal which may
have even the most distant reference to a question which has already
been the subject of such frequent and distressing reflection, he will
not under the circumstances in which he is so earnestly pressed, and
adverting particularly to what passed in 1791, prevent his Ministers
submitting to the consideration of Parliament the propriety of in-
serting the proposed clause in the Mutiny Bill. While, however,
the King so far reluctandy concedes, he considers it necessary to
declare that he cannot go one step further; and he trusts that this
proof of his forbearance will secure him from being at a future
period distressed by any further proposal connected with this
question.
The King had conceded much—but not nearly enough for a
section in the Cabinet. The members of this group were
determined, as one of them admitted in a letter:
To give all his subjects, of whatever persuasion, the capacity of serving
in his Army or Navy, with no exception or condition whatever
than that of taking an oath of allegiance; these words being cal-
culated to allow Catholics or Dissenters to enjoy the same military
or naval rank as Protestants.
And this spirit animated the proposal inserted in the Mutiny
Bill.
The Bill was duly submitted to the King; but apparently he
did not read it; and when it was returned to the Prime Minister
it was not unnaturally supposed that the proposal met with the
King's approval. But the Cabinet was not unanimous on this
question: Sidmouth and some of his friends shared the King's
original fears that it was but the beginning of further innovations;
and not only was Grenville informed that the Bill would be
opposed from the Government benches, but Sidmouth in an
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